SELF-DISCOVERY

he has become a thoroughly sound exponent. At
Oxford he played polo, hunted with three packs, and
found time for tentative excursions into cricket and
tennis. Not long ago the writer of a newspaper article,
seeking to extend the list of the Prince's athletic accom-
plishments, paid him a doubtful compliment. "In
addition," he wrote, "the Prince played soccer in the
Magdalen second eleven, and was very fast/* So curt a
statement succeeds in conveying only the faintest of
praise, and, in any case, there is always the danger of the
latter part of it being removed from its context for the
exercise of mischievous tongues. The same writer
solemnly informs his readers that when the Prince began
his Army career as a private in the Oxford University
Training Corps, "he did his weekly drills and parades
in exactly the same manner as any other member of the
corps." To have done otherwise would hardly have
been to the Prince's credit. Besides, there was always
the risk that original ideas of drill would be discouraged
by what grim humorists still call "the unsubtle criticism
of sergeant instructors." There is, indeed, no cause for
surprise in the fact that, as a member of the O.T.C., the
Prince of Wales did as other privates did, went to camp
with them as part of the Territorial Army, shared a tent
with the usual number, used the squad wash-tub, and
even developed another of the grim humorists' conven-
tions, the "lurid vocabulary," which, of course, and
conventionally enough, he used "in no uncertain
fashion." These simple facts do but show him only too
willing to follow a normal course, only too happy to
form friendships with some of those he met. So far
from being condescending, he gave evidence of the
natural desire in him to escape the loneliness with -which
university life can overwhelm a man. It is true that this
ordinary, unprivileged life was part of a deliberate plan
to avoid anything like the mistaken formality of King
Edward's career as an undergraduate. But it was one
thing to come up to Oxford as an ordinary freshman,
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